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1 
00:00:01,429 --> 00:00:05,040 
We are recording the interview of 
Wolfgang Grossman. 
 
2 
00:00:05,040 --> 00:00:08,760 
This interview is being conducted by 
Jeniffer Seavey from Wright State 
 
3 
00:00:08,760 --> 00:00:14,250 
University's Veteran Voices Project, also 
in attendance is Diana Grossman. This 
 
4 
00:00:14,250 --> 00:00:18,600 
interview is being recorded in 
Wolfgang's home in Kettering Ohio. It is 
 
5 
00:00:18,600 --> 00:00:28,380 
5:00 p.m. on November 17 2016. Okay so 
when and where were you born? I was born 
 
6 
00:00:28,380 --> 00:00:35,850 
in Ballendorf, East Germany at the 
time East Germany. Okay, were you over 
 
7 
00:00:35,850 --> 00:00:39,030 
there 
because of your parents? No, no I'm 
 
8 
00:00:39,030 --> 00:00:46,230 
natural I emigrated to the United States 
in 1963 with my grandmother. 
 
9 
00:00:46,230 --> 00:00:53,730 
We lived over there for lived there for 
thirteen years, ten years on the 
 
10 
00:00:53,730 --> 00:00:57,960 
Communist side, East Germany, and then 
three years in refugee camps throughout 
 
11 
00:00:57,960 --> 00:01:04,890 
Germany and that's another wild 
experience. If you'd like to share, your 
 
12 
00:01:04,890 --> 00:01:12,000 
welcome to. Well, East Germany 
was an experience that I rather 
 
13 
00:01:12,000 --> 00:01:18,479 
soon forgotten to be exact. 
My father my mother and father were over 
 
14 
00:01:18,479 --> 00:01:25,009 
in West Germany and that left me over 
there as like the what they called the 
 
15 
00:01:25,009 --> 00:01:31,619 
Capitalist in a communist country in the 
entire school I believe I was the only 
 
16 
00:01:31,619 --> 00:01:40,320 
one that had parents that were in the 
West. My only thing over there would be I 
 
17 
00:01:40,320 --> 00:01:42,420 
wouldn't be able to do anything 
whatsoever 
 
18 
00:01:42,420 --> 00:01:49,590 
I could sing but I wasn't selected for 
the better schools because of the 
 
19 
00:01:49,590 --> 00:01:54,509 
situation of my parents being in the 
West. My schooling 
 
20 
00:01:54,509 --> 00:02:07,110 
also was if you did something 
spectacular then you were kind of pushed 
 
21 
00:02:07,110 --> 00:02:13,620 
off to the side. I'll cite an example of 
what some of the special things were, its… 
 
22 
00:02:13,620 --> 00:02:21,930 
I used to like the listen to radios in 
East Germany like BBC, Voice of America, 
 
23 
00:02:21,930 --> 00:02:27,569 
and those type of stations and we had a 
grundig radio so I used to sit and play 
 
24 
00:02:27,569 --> 00:02:32,400 
around with it and when you found a 
station like Voice of America and they 
 
25 
00:02:32,400 --> 00:02:36,299 
played something that was interesting 
Johnny Cash you'd listen to it, and then 
 
26 
00:02:36,299 --> 00:02:41,370 
you've heard Blue Suede Shoes, and I 
don't know who this singer was, and then 
 
27 
00:02:41,370 --> 00:02:45,480 
you heard Little Richard perform, and 
yeah I mean it was fascinating and then 
 
28 
00:02:45,480 --> 00:02:50,940 
the BBC used to have broadcast like the 
Yiddish hour, with Yiddish music from 
 
29 
00:02:50,940 --> 00:02:56,819 
different countries and then they had 
special music from classical music and 
 
30 
00:02:56,819 --> 00:03:00,930 
you listen to the West German broadcast 
which was RIAS I believed at the time 
 
31 
00:03:00,930 --> 00:03:07,230 
and they would have music that was 
fascinating. Well, you go to school the 
 
32 
00:03:07,230 --> 00:03:17,720 
next day the teacher, "Anybody listened to 
BBC?", and the kids in class going shut up, 
 
33 
00:03:17,720 --> 00:03:22,739 
don't say nothing. I didn't learn my 
lesson on that part so I just raised my 
 
34 
00:03:22,739 --> 00:03:28,139 
hand Voice of America, same thing RIAS, 
same thing anything that had good music 
 
35 
00:03:28,139 --> 00:03:32,730 
on it because the music they played in 
East Germany to be blunt, sucked, it 
 
36 
00:03:32,730 --> 00:03:37,590 
was like going to the funeral parlor 
military music because first of all you 
 
37 
00:03:37,590 --> 00:03:43,139 
were close to the West Germany we were 
25 kilometers away from Berlin so that 
 
38 
00:03:43,180 --> 00:03:49,049 
puts you kind of in the hot spot anyhow. 
So, the following morning after telling 
 
39 
00:03:49,049 --> 00:03:54,680 
them that I was BBC, I got called into 
the... They had what they call morning 
 
40 
00:03:54,690 --> 00:03:58,620 
uphill, every morning you went out 
and raised the East German flag, Russian 
 
41 
00:03:58,620 --> 00:04:02,370 
flag, and there was a third flag and I 
couldn't remember what that is right now, 
 
42 
00:04:02,370 --> 00:04:09,359 
but you had three flags. Well, that's supposed to 
be an honor to serve to raise the 
 
43 
00:04:09,359 --> 00:04:14,190 
Russian flag so guess who got the 
Russian flag and you're supposed to be a 
 
44 
00:04:14,190 --> 00:04:18,570 
Young Pioneer you wear this scarf like 
the Boy Scouts have their scarf the 
 
45 
00:04:18,570 --> 00:04:22,140 
Young Pioneers had the scarf my 
grandmother used to tie it real nice. 
 
46 
00:04:22,140 --> 00:04:27,030 
I tied a knot in it. 
One side up, one side down well the teacher 
 
47 
00:04:27,030 --> 00:04:29,590 
didn't like that, 
so she corrected that and I pulled it 
 
48 
00:04:29,590 --> 00:04:36,010 
back the way I liked it. 
Rebellion yes, unfortunately I just couldn't 
 
49 
00:04:36,010 --> 00:04:44,950 
adjust to what they had. So, it had rained 
the night before in front of where the 
 
50 
00:04:44,950 --> 00:04:49,480 
Russian flag pole was there was a puddle 
of water, I kind of tripped 
 
51 
00:04:49,480 --> 00:04:52,930 
I don't know if it was on purpose or 
What I just tripped the Russian flag 
 
52 
00:04:52,930 --> 00:05:01,780 
fell in the water well all hell broke 
loose and it was kind of like I got 
 
53 
00:05:01,780 --> 00:05:07,440 
called up front where the principal was 
and you had all the people like the 
 
54 
00:05:07,440 --> 00:05:12,100 
Russian officer now I remember he had a 
red band which I believe is the 
 
55 
00:05:12,100 --> 00:05:18,820 
Communist officer and he started whaling 
In, how I dared I dropped in all that 
 
56 
00:05:18,820 --> 00:05:25,350 
done I just couldn't …forget it …that was 
in the second grade leading up to it you 
 
57 
00:05:25,350 --> 00:05:30,970 
were basically the punching bag of the 
town I was a sickly child for awhile I 
 
58 
00:05:30,970 --> 00:05:39,940 
was also abused, I was beaten by my 
grandfather, I was raised by my 
 
59 
00:05:39,940 --> 00:05:47,020 
Grandparents. My parents, that's it's too 
long of a story to really go into but 
 
60 
00:05:47,020 --> 00:05:53,380 
that's my history is a history of 
finally finding something where you had 
 
61 
00:05:53,380 --> 00:05:59,350 
the freedom. The reason I join the army is 
because in the refugee camp Marienfeld 
 
62 
00:05:59,350 --> 00:06:05,710 
in Berlin there was a guy that had 
stripes gone up three up yellow name and 
 
63 
00:06:05,710 --> 00:06:10,840 
I remember was US Army it just had 
U.S. Army and then he had his name over 
 
64 
00:06:10,840 --> 00:06:16,000 
here and the same stripes over here 
funny-looking ha,t and he helped, asked me 
 
65 
00:06:16,000 --> 00:06:20,860 
if I wanted to help him distribute 
blankets to the refugees that were 
 
66 
00:06:20,860 --> 00:06:25,480 
coming in because in January of 1960 
there was so many refugees streaming in 
 
67 
00:06:25,480 --> 00:06:32,560 
we were in a room this size with seven 
families sealing the floor bed and 
 
68 
00:06:32,560 --> 00:06:38,080 
that's how you slept that's until you 
got processed in. So I helped them 
 
69 
00:06:38,080 --> 00:06:43,390 
distribute blankets and he gave me 
a knife, a fork, and a spoon that's the 
 
70 
00:06:43,390 --> 00:06:46,810 
only thing I owned. When we left East 
Germany we left everything behind 
 
71 
00:06:46,810 --> 00:06:56,200 
everything, we had the clothes on our 
back and that's all we had. I'll give you 
 
72 
00:06:56,200 --> 00:07:00,760 
a little example on how bad it was 
Alexanderplatz and people can say no it 
 
73 
00:07:00,760 --> 00:07:05,620 
wasn't like that my memory of that 
horrid place is it was the worst place 
 
74 
00:07:05,620 --> 00:07:12,070 
I've ever seen. Hell looked good, if I was 
to go to hell now, I'd say hey this place 
 
75 
00:07:12,070 --> 00:07:17,470 
looks fantastic. There's a gentleman that 
I'm going to mention here briefly, his 
 
76 
00:07:17,470 --> 00:07:25,600 
name is Hortz Buholts,  
he was un a partied to something that 
 
77 
00:07:25,600 --> 00:07:32,050 
he had no clue what was going on. No clue. 
My grandfather had cancer he needs to go 
 
78 
00:07:32,050 --> 00:07:36,850 
to the hospital in Alexanderplatz, which 
was 15 kilometers away from where we 
 
79 
00:07:36,850 --> 00:07:41,440 
Live, Hortz Buholts was going to 
Alexanderplatz to pick up some supplies 
 
80 
00:07:41,440 --> 00:07:46,630 
let's just say it that way. He drove his 
car we went to all the checkpoints 
 
81 
00:07:46,630 --> 00:07:50,680 
obviously they check the passport 
remember who was in the car and all that 
 
82 
00:07:50,680 --> 00:07:55,840 
he dropped us off at the hospital. The 
hospital was an old number three-story 
 
83 
00:07:55,840 --> 00:07:59,470 
building 
you went in a side gate though we got 
 
84 
00:07:59,470 --> 00:08:03,550 
out of the car went in the side gate my 
grandfather reached behind me and stopped 
 
85 
00:08:03,550 --> 00:08:07,780 
me from going any further, he walked over 
and looked around the corner, and I 
 
86 
00:08:07,780 --> 00:08:11,710 
looked underneath him, and I saw the car 
making the turn away from the hospital 
 
87 
00:08:11,710 --> 00:08:18,430 
so we're clear train station is straight 
ahead, which is Alexanderplatz. You 
 
88 
00:08:18,430 --> 00:08:24,450 
walked in there in 1960 in January there 
was bedding, there was blood, there was 
 
89 
00:08:24,450 --> 00:08:31,120 
suitcases it looked like, a bomb fell in. 
When we went up to the platform that 
 
90 
00:08:31,120 --> 00:08:35,410 
looked the same way, the train was 
sitting there, the S-Bahn, the doors were 
 
91 
00:08:35,410 --> 00:08:39,640 
open we went inside and he my 
grandfather sat here my grandmother 
 
92 
00:08:39,640 --> 00:08:45,730 
sat here and I sat over here and he 
said, “Don't say a word, nothing. 
 
93 
00:08:45,730 --> 00:08:50,500 
Don't say anything” when it comes time to 
check the passport so he gave his 
 
94 
00:08:50,500 --> 00:08:54,580 
passport to the guard 
the guard checked it, nodded his head. 
 
95 
00:08:54,580 --> 00:08:58,810 
it was an old guy, an old lady and a kid, their not going to say much. We 
didn't have 
 
96 
00:08:58,810 --> 00:09:02,860 
Nothing. People in front of us had 
bedding they were thrown off the train 
 
97 
00:09:02,860 --> 00:09:07,030 
older men come up the stairs, the 
security guard shot him. He went back 
 
98 
00:09:07,030 --> 00:09:09,040 
down the stairs you heard the machine 
gun go off, 
 
99 
00:09:09,040 --> 00:09:18,310 
it had one of those drum machine guns 
that they had from Russia, and so you're 
 
100 
00:09:18,310 --> 00:09:21,610 
sitting on this train and you're seeing 
all this stuff but you can't say nothing 
 
101 
00:09:21,610 --> 00:09:28,840 
because you don't want to do anything to 
cause problems, so we took the train we 
 
102 
00:09:28,840 --> 00:09:33,250 
left there was two stops before we got 
to Bahnhof Zoo, which was the zoo 
 
103 
00:09:33,250 --> 00:09:38,530 
place in Berlin. We got off the train I 
remember the place well because I used 
 
104 
00:09:38,530 --> 00:09:42,910 
to go there as a child as a kid we used 
to go to the zoo visit my uncle my 
 
105 
00:09:42,910 --> 00:09:49,270 
parents and all this and used to hate 
the damn bear that was there I hated 
 
106 
00:09:49,270 --> 00:09:53,770 
that thing was white, he'd come up to me 
and I would be gone. I absolutely 
 
107 
00:09:53,770 --> 00:09:57,250 
hated that thing, 
as I got older I kind of love the guy but 
 
108 
00:09:57,250 --> 00:10:01,990 
when I was kid I hated him with a 
passion because he's scared to crap out 
 
109 
00:10:01,990 --> 00:10:09,160 
of me. So we walked out the platform was 
East German territory the lower level 
 
110 
00:10:09,160 --> 00:10:13,240 
was East German territory as soon as you 
walked out the door you were in West 
 
111 
00:10:13,240 --> 00:10:19,900 
Germany we walked out the door now I 
have a sister in East Germany she was 
 
112 
00:10:19,900 --> 00:10:25,690 
living with my mother's parents and we 
were very close that's all I'm going to 
 
113 
00:10:25,690 --> 00:10:32,800 
say on that because there's a whole too 
much history in there and we walked out 
 
114 
00:10:32,800 --> 00:10:36,520 
made the turn my grandfather pushed me 
up against the wall he said pull 
 
115 
00:10:36,520 --> 00:10:42,270 
yourself together he said that's the 
last time your going to see your sister. I'm going 
 
116 
00:10:42,270 --> 00:10:49,990 
why we're going back home aren't we. 
He said no. From that point we went to 
 
117 
00:10:49,990 --> 00:10:53,980 
Marienfeld, Marienfeld they 
immediately took my grandfather to the 
 
118 
00:10:53,980 --> 00:10:57,910 
Hospital. My grandmother and I were 
assigned to a room with seven families 
 
119 
00:10:57,910 --> 00:11:02,650 
like I said we slept there for two 
nights until we got processed in, in 
 
120 
00:11:02,650 --> 00:11:07,420 
processing was you went and walked all 
over the place. I mean it was mind 
 
121 
00:11:07,420 --> 00:11:16,029 
blowing finally they had signed us a 
room, January of 1960, it was very cold we 
 
122 
00:11:16,029 --> 00:11:20,290 
had that much ice on the window two 
blankets that had us on it that's U.S. 
 
123 
00:11:20,290 --> 00:11:24,130 
Army and my coat that's the only way 
we stayed warm in the room, there was no 
 
124 
00:11:24,130 --> 00:11:30,819 
heat in there… that's angel by the way 
and… so we went through that whole 
 
125 
00:11:30,819 --> 00:11:34,839 
process while my grandfather was 
immediately shipped at Tempelhof we were 
 
126 
00:11:34,839 --> 00:11:41,050 
shipped later on to Reinickendorf 
refugee camp which was an old warehouse 
 
127 
00:11:41,050 --> 00:11:47,860 
converted to sleeping areas the man and 
boy that was in the room with us his 
 
128 
00:11:47,860 --> 00:11:51,339 
wife and daughter was still in the East. 
My grandmother and I were on the other 
 
129 
00:11:51,339 --> 00:12:00,790 
side again space we shared the man was 
didn't know which way to go. Go back to 
 
130 
00:12:00,790 --> 00:12:07,959 
the east for certain prison. or this and 
stay there and with his son and I don't 
 
131 
00:12:07,959 --> 00:12:12,370 
know whatever came out of the deal 
because we were too busy running back 
 
132 
00:12:12,370 --> 00:12:18,010 
and forth and he stayed there the entire 
time we were in Reinickendorf. Hortz 
 
133 
00:12:18,010 --> 00:12:21,490 
Bulchor, the reason why I mentioned 
him, spent 32 years in solitary 
 
134 
00:12:21,490 --> 00:12:25,180 
confinement for nothing more than 
helping my grandfather my grandmother 
 
135 
00:12:25,180 --> 00:12:30,550 
and me escape East Germany. Solitary 
confinement, he didn't see his son he 
 
136 
00:12:30,550 --> 00:12:35,199 
didn't see his wife when the man came 
out of prison he's an alcoholic. He 
 
137 
00:12:35,199 --> 00:12:45,610 
drinks a bottle of vodka a day. So, I want 
to remember that man so we stayed in in 
 
138 
00:12:45,610 --> 00:12:51,160 
Berlin for approximately a year then we 
flew there to Cologne when my 
 
139 
00:12:51,160 --> 00:12:55,300 
grandfather had recovered sufficient 
that they figured his cancer was gone 
 
140 
00:12:55,300 --> 00:13:02,620 
so he could recuperate Waldbreol, 
which was the next refugee camp, well we 
 
141 
00:13:02,620 --> 00:13:10,870 
were signed a nice big room for for us 
and Waldbreol to me was heaven because 
 
142 
00:13:10,870 --> 00:13:16,660 
here the entire time that German refugee 
camp he was have no school, none, zero I 
 
143 
00:13:16,660 --> 00:13:21,850 
was in the third grade East Germany and 
Repeated the third grade again in Dusseldorf. 
 
144 
00:13:21,850 --> 00:13:27,410 
Waldbreol I walked all over the country side 
 visited well turns out my 
 
145 
00:13:27,410 --> 00:13:32,510 
grandfather's cancer wasn't gone because 
he was out for a week and he was in in 
 
146 
00:13:32,510 --> 00:13:38,000 
Waldbreol Hospital which was built by 
Hermann Goering for troops to recuperate 
 
147 
00:13:38,000 --> 00:13:42,500 
in then he ended up in Bonn he had never 
got out of the hospital because we had 
 
148 
00:13:42,500 --> 00:13:50,540 
no money the treatments that he was 
subjected to were obviously the best 
 
149 
00:13:50,540 --> 00:13:55,070 
that they could offer at the time. 
He also stuck a name in my head his name 
 
150 
00:13:55,070 --> 00:13:58,460 
was Arnold Nathanael who is Jewish 
that is its his best friend 
 
151 
00:13:58,460 --> 00:14:03,560 
he asked me if I could find him because 
at that time his mind was apparently 
 
152 
00:14:03,560 --> 00:14:09,050 
going and I that name stuck in my head 
and that's a whole another branch of my 
 
153 
00:14:09,050 --> 00:14:16,510 
life story. I joined the army because of 
that sergeant in Marienfeld because 
 
154 
00:14:16,510 --> 00:14:21,860 
he was such a nice guy that gave me a 
knife, fork, and a spoon and I had that 
 
155 
00:14:21,860 --> 00:14:28,580 
knife and the fork until we lived in on 
Lanbury Drive in Kettering that's 
 
156 
00:14:28,580 --> 00:14:36,080 
when I lost it. And I lost the, well it 
wore out and the knife wore out while I was 
 
157 
00:14:36,080 --> 00:14:40,610 
in the service so I don't ever know what 
happened to it but it still had the U.S. 
 
158 
00:14:40,610 --> 00:14:47,140 
on it and I joined the army up in 
Milwaukee Wisconsin basically because I 
 
159 
00:14:47,140 --> 00:14:52,990 
wanted to do something, I wanted to learn 
something, I wanted to do better myself. 
 
160 
00:14:52,990 --> 00:14:58,160 
Little did I know that because of my 
sister having married an East German 
 
161 
00:14:58,160 --> 00:15:02,810 
soldier that I would not be able to get 
a security clearance, although the field 
 
162 
00:15:02,810 --> 00:15:07,670 
I went into did not require a security 
clearance well I'm not the greatest 
 
163 
00:15:07,670 --> 00:15:12,260 
technician in the world and I just 
couldn't hack reading an olmeter on a 
 
164 
00:15:12,260 --> 00:15:20,360 
resistor which I can do now but at the 
time it wasn't sinking in, so they put me 
 
165 
00:15:20,360 --> 00:15:24,440 
in another field, which I absolutely 
loved. It's wiring on a helicopter and I 
 
166 
00:15:24,440 --> 00:15:30,720 
was good at it. 
My first test aced the test by finding 
 
167 
00:15:30,720 --> 00:15:33,330 
that the ground wire was... there wasn't supposed to be 
 
168 
00:15:33,330 --> 00:15:37,500 
anything on that post except when I put 
my finger on that post I think I ended 
 
169 
00:15:37,500 --> 00:15:44,250 
up with curly hair and because it was 
440 volts and a definite twitch, so 
 
170 
00:15:44,250 --> 00:15:48,990 
I aced test, and I got all the way to 
the end and there was a requirement for 
 
171 
00:15:48,990 --> 00:15:57,320 
a security clearance and that obviously 
was denied because of my relations, and 
 
172 
00:15:57,800 --> 00:16:05,250 
then I stayed Fort Bragg and then I 
finally was reassigned with the 63 
 
173 
00:16:05,250 --> 00:16:09,960 
charlie MOS as a truck driver I went to 
Fort Dix, New Jersey and mean time I had 
 
174 
00:16:09,960 --> 00:16:21,060 
married my wife Diana who was an E5 in 
the Intelligence Corps and we found out 
 
175 
00:16:21,060 --> 00:16:27,170 
that we were soon to have a little 
bundle, and she was taken out of service 
 
176 
00:16:27,170 --> 00:16:33,060 
and I received orders to go to overseas 
replacement stationed at Fort Dix, New 
 
177 
00:16:33,060 --> 00:16:40,740 
Jersey where I went for 30 days and I 
was reassigned because of some 
 
178 
00:16:40,740 --> 00:16:47,220 
complications on pregnancy. Doctor felt 
I was better at home so we went to Fort 
 
179 
00:16:47,220 --> 00:16:52,080 
Bragg, Fort Bragg at the time troops were 
coming in from Vietnam they were higher 
 
180 
00:16:52,080 --> 00:16:57,090 
than a kite. I remember having to pull 
guard duty with four enlisted, two 
 
181 
00:16:57,090 --> 00:17:01,560 
officers, and a bigger and a field grade 
officer walking company streets with 
 
182 
00:17:01,560 --> 00:17:08,339 
rifles and that's how bad it was, and 
it's a sad thing because they were 
 
183 
00:17:08,339 --> 00:17:12,120 
pulling troops in so fast they didn't 
have time to recoup and a lot of it had 
 
184 
00:17:12,120 --> 00:17:18,660 
to do with heroin and people kids dying 
laced heroin, which they thought was 
 
185 
00:17:18,660 --> 00:17:25,890 
heroin, actually turned out to be were 
rat poison and so you kind of got the 
 
186 
00:17:25,890 --> 00:17:30,240 
idea of what's going on. 
Well, Fort Bragg I worked as a company 
 
187 
00:17:30,240 --> 00:17:35,070 
clerk for a while, and then finally I 
appealed to the Signal Corps saying hey 
 
188 
00:17:35,070 --> 00:17:38,820 
look I completed this course I was the 
best student that you had in the course 
 
189 
00:17:38,820 --> 00:17:44,340 
I'd like to have this MOS because I 
absolutely loved it and they said yes. 
 
190 
00:17:44,340 --> 00:17:52,390 
So I got the MOS which is 35L which is 
an avionics radio repairmen and then 
 
191 
00:17:52,390 --> 00:17:58,450 
also because I did so good in the K 
course I got the K course awarded but 
 
192 
00:17:58,450 --> 00:18:05,320 
still no security clearance to work on 
what they call keying a particular part 
 
193 
00:18:05,320 --> 00:18:13,450 
of a radio. it's called a KY Crypto piece 
so I worked on Simmons Army Airfield 
 
194 
00:18:13,450 --> 00:18:19,539 
well my wife got pregnant again I got 
orders again to go to Vietnam and this 
 
195 
00:18:19,539 --> 00:18:26,890 
time pack your suitcase I went to overseas 
replacement station and was in San 
 
196 
00:18:26,890 --> 00:18:37,000 
Francisco and was shipped out to Saigon. 
We got the Saigon and oh my god what a 
 
197 
00:18:37,000 --> 00:18:42,399 
Change, because you're coming in in a 
DC-8 and you're just not even slowing 
 
198 
00:18:42,399 --> 00:18:51,309 
down you're coming in hot, fast... I 
hope she doesn't unplug the. Zoey you 
 
199 
00:18:51,309 --> 00:18:57,730 
better be careful there girl...So and then 
we went to what they call the overseas 
 
200 
00:18:57,730 --> 00:19:01,929 
replacement station you had a little old 
fan in the ceiling the mosquitos 
 
201 
00:19:01,929 --> 00:19:06,250 
absolutely loved my blood type I think 
because I look like I had measles. 
 
202 
00:19:06,250 --> 00:19:12,700 
I had lumps on my back this big around 
was like I mean they the welts stood off 
 
203 
00:19:12,700 --> 00:19:20,980 
and I was assigned to 201st 
aviation actually I was assigned to the 
 
204 
00:19:20,980 --> 00:19:25,809 
base and Nha Trang to be further 
reassigned to whatever outfit was needed 
 
205 
00:19:25,809 --> 00:19:30,690 
so once I got to Nha Trang I was 
assigned to the 201st aviation 
 
206 
00:19:30,690 --> 00:19:37,830 
where my primary job was to work the 
flight line with radios, navigation, 
 
207 
00:19:37,830 --> 00:19:45,789 
and also fixing wires on helicopters 
well and on top of that traditional duty 
 
208 
00:19:45,789 --> 00:19:53,260 
I had Captain Hoss who gave me an 
Instruction. Heres the keyer, heres the 45, you 
 
209 
00:19:53,260 --> 00:19:59,540 
will learn the keyer and key the KY 
and you better make sure that you don't 
 
210 
00:19:59,540 --> 00:20:05,120 
mess up and by messing up means it you 
put the wrong code in that helicopter 
 
211 
00:20:05,120 --> 00:20:10,880 
crew was in danger well what he did is 
he gave me the wrong book ,so I had the 
 
212 
00:20:10,880 --> 00:20:15,920 
keyer book for another year ,but not the 
year that I was there. I was there in 72 
 
213 
00:20:15,920 --> 00:20:23,600 
73, 
I had 72 70 and 68 and 70 and I needed 
 
214 
00:20:23,600 --> 00:20:34,670 
the one that was for… that time frame. 
So I did the job and I was very proud of 
 
215 
00:20:34,670 --> 00:20:41,540 
the service that I did because we worked 
as a good team there was Frank and I, we 
 
216 
00:20:41,540 --> 00:20:45,290 
worked the flight line together then 
there was Frank and Barry and myself working 
 
217 
00:20:45,290 --> 00:20:56,450 
the flight line I used to go out to out 
areas and.. Zoey okay... I used to go 
 
218 
00:20:56,450 --> 00:21:00,790 
to our errands like Han Tre Island and 
work on the mini towers 
 
219 
00:21:00,790 --> 00:21:06,890 
and from there was one time that we 
needed to go and fix a tower which 
 
220 
00:21:06,890 --> 00:21:12,140 
caught on fire in Minhwa and then Mike 
was a civilian Mike works for a company 
 
221 
00:21:12,140 --> 00:21:20,210 
called Never Happen Again, NHA, and 
Mike was a big guy and I wasn't a small 
 
222 
00:21:20,210 --> 00:21:23,930 
guy and the pilot that was supposed to 
fly us in a 58 which is one of the small 
 
223 
00:21:23,930 --> 00:21:31,400 
helicopters called the tower and we're 
listening into it going holy crap only 
 
224 
00:21:31,400 --> 00:21:37,970 
said holy shit here you don’t expect me to fly 
these guys well so we flew into Minhwa 
 
225 
00:21:37,970 --> 00:21:45,260 
but just as the Koreans were which was 
White Horse division which was stationed 
 
226 
00:21:45,260 --> 00:21:52,400 
there at the time was having a field 
exercise, artillery, well we got there and 
 
227 
00:21:52,400 --> 00:21:56,210 
we knew that the orders for the day 
where there's going to be shooting going 
 
228 
00:21:56,210 --> 00:22:02,300 
on artillery pieces and it was nothing 
nothing so we started working on the 
 
229 
00:22:02,300 --> 00:22:09,140 
tower they had an old generator which 
they couldn't get to fix well I looked 
 
230 
00:22:09,140 --> 00:22:11,750 
at it and flip 
switch, started right up and it worked 
 
231 
00:22:11,750 --> 00:22:15,740 
great. Then the tower kicked on but we 
had to do all the wire rewiring in it 
 
232 
00:22:15,740 --> 00:22:22,220 
because there was I believe what Mike 
said there was a fault in the ground 
 
233 
00:22:22,220 --> 00:22:27,920 
wire that they put in and the hot wire 
that carried a lot of voltage was too 
 
234 
00:22:27,920 --> 00:22:32,720 
close to the ground wire and it caused a 
heat problem and the air conditioning 
 
235 
00:22:32,720 --> 00:22:38,270 
failed so it caught the tower on fire 
but we got it back to work and in two 
 
236 
00:22:38,270 --> 00:22:44,060 
days put new radios and everything came 
up work great we even built an antenna 
 
237 
00:22:44,060 --> 00:22:49,490 
that you string out a wire put a centre 
tap on it which is the high freq when 
 
238 
00:22:49,490 --> 00:22:53,780 
you would go and said Oakland Oakland 
this is an Minhwa radio check, and 
 
239 
00:22:53,780 --> 00:23:00,080 
Oakland would come back on loud and 
clear where is Minhwa where we're in 
 
240 
00:23:00,080 --> 00:23:05,780 
this fun place vacation capital of this 
country called Vietnam, oh, never mind 
 
241 
00:23:05,780 --> 00:23:15,560 
bye. Okay, so, they they’d stopped talking 
to you and also during the time I was 
 
242 
00:23:15,560 --> 00:23:21,620 
there we obviously when you did the 
rewiring, you worked on the tail section 
 
243 
00:23:21,620 --> 00:23:26,870 
on the helicopter because sometimes you 
had to put new wiring in it you also 
 
244 
00:23:26,870 --> 00:23:30,170 
worked on the radios. You were busy all 
the time, 
 
245 
00:23:30,170 --> 00:23:35,110 
busy I mean you were you got up in the 
morning went got something to eat, worked, 
 
246 
00:23:35,110 --> 00:23:45,160 
busy, and peace talks started I believe 
was seriously started talking in 
 
247 
00:23:45,160 --> 00:23:51,350 
June/July and then things started 
slowing down our planes, our Huey's, 
 
248 
00:23:51,350 --> 00:23:56,800 
weren't up as much the UH1H, and they 
were sitting more on the ground, and then 
 
249 
00:23:56,800 --> 00:24:05,600 
Nixon made the decision to heavier 
bombing well the bombing missions which 
 
250 
00:24:05,600 --> 00:24:13,700 
which really got to be bothersome 
because we'd sit on top of a hooch with 
 
251 
00:24:13,700 --> 00:24:18,290 
beer because we didn't have nothing to 
do so we climb on top of the hooch which 
 
252 
00:24:18,290 --> 00:24:22,880 
is a low building with and had a case of 
beer sitting up there 
 
253 
00:24:22,880 --> 00:24:29,840 
we watched the B-52s rollin. There was 
three three three three twelve in a 
 
254 
00:24:29,840 --> 00:24:34,340 
flight, and then we'd sit up there and 
then you go 1,000 and you see in the 
 
255 
00:24:34,340 --> 00:24:40,730 
distance you see the mushrooms going off 
and these are 1000 pound bombs coming 
 
256 
00:24:40,730 --> 00:24:48,260 
out of this plane, then the first flight 
came back there was a smoker second 
 
257 
00:24:48,260 --> 00:24:52,700 
flight came back well there's only one 
plane there what is the other two then 
 
258 
00:24:52,700 --> 00:24:58,310 
you see one straggler back there he's 
smoking heavily, then you see three that 
 
259 
00:24:58,310 --> 00:25:03,890 
have no damage and then you see three 
that look like they were flying okay but 
 
260 
00:25:03,890 --> 00:25:10,610 
there's a trail of smoke behind, and this 
was day after day, and then there was 
 
261 
00:25:10,610 --> 00:25:18,110 
days that you saw one come back, then you 
saw one no plane out of that group of 
 
262 
00:25:18,110 --> 00:25:25,810 
three, maybe two a smoker and then none, 
and you're sitting there and you 
 
263 
00:25:25,810 --> 00:25:34,520 
literally feel the ground shake as the 
stuff that was going on. Then you also 
 
264 
00:25:34,520 --> 00:25:41,630 
had two being so hot or even wear a 
shirt, so in September of that year we 
 
265 
00:25:41,630 --> 00:25:48,620 
were working out in the flight line...by 
the way Frank staying back you can call 
 
266 
00:25:48,620 --> 00:25:52,850 
him and want to talk to him because 
he'll verify a lot of this is he and I 
 
267 
00:25:52,850 --> 00:25:58,550 
both are diabetics, both of us were 
exposed to Agent Orange, he has more 
 
268 
00:25:58,550 --> 00:26:06,980 
severe problems than I do... but we worked 
the flight line and one day working out 
 
269 
00:26:06,980 --> 00:26:11,510 
there I felt something on my back I felt 
like water dropping out of the sky, I saw 
 
270 
00:26:11,510 --> 00:26:14,330 
a plane fly over, I didn't pay any 
attention to it. 
 
271 
00:26:14,330 --> 00:26:22,310 
and it was about two days later I felt 
kind of strange, weird, and I'll tell you 
 
272 
00:26:22,310 --> 00:26:30,560 
more about what why I was feeling the 
way I do and we were busy like I said, we 
 
273 
00:26:30,560 --> 00:26:33,750 
were working, and then our flight 
operations picked up again, 
 
274 
00:26:33,750 --> 00:26:39,240 
so again you're busy 12 14 hour days on 
the flightline working on the 
 
275 
00:26:39,240 --> 00:26:45,330 
helicopters working in Ninhwa helping 
them get their planes up working on Han 
 
276 
00:26:45,330 --> 00:26:50,240 
Tre Island got stranded up there 
working the tower had to repair those 
 
277 
00:26:50,240 --> 00:26:56,550 
VHF radios which is very high frequency 
radios frequently broke down so we had 
 
278 
00:26:56,550 --> 00:27:01,260 
to fix those then we set up a flight 
following station in a town called Phan 
 
279 
00:27:01,260 --> 00:27:05,970 
Thiet. 
Phan Thiet is the Nuc Mon capital of the 
 
280 
00:27:05,970 --> 00:27:11,930 
world. now you may be wondering what Nuc 
Mon is Nuc Mon is fermented fish sauce 
 
281 
00:27:11,930 --> 00:27:23,850 
it comes in seven grades fantastic, 
terrific, fantastic, good, eh, then oh my 
 
282 
00:27:23,850 --> 00:27:30,630 
lord and if you ordered any kind of roll 
in Vietnam they put this sauce on there, 
 
283 
00:27:30,630 --> 00:27:35,580 
well if you didn't pay any attention to 
what they put on they put the cheapest 
 
284 
00:27:35,580 --> 00:27:40,170 
way down there, and but the rolls were 
great because you got tired of you can 
 
285 
00:27:40,170 --> 00:27:45,890 
mess all food or sea rations so you 
ordered a roll which they had on base, 
 
286 
00:27:45,890 --> 00:27:52,440 
well needless to say you end up with 
dragon breath most of the time because they put 
 
287 
00:27:52,440 --> 00:28:04,560 
that cheap stuff on there. They also had 
this terrific beer called Tiger Beer or Bombay Bah. Bombay Bah was beer 
Vietnam 
style with had formaldehyde in it and if 
 
288 
00:28:04,560 --> 00:28:08,990 
you drink enough of it your tongue was 
like a rock in there like wooden block 
 
289 
00:28:08,990 --> 00:28:16,860 
so there was a few times that because of 
frustration and and just the work that 
 
290 
00:28:16,860 --> 00:28:26,310 
you drank Bombay Bah. Most the time we 
drank Schlitz, and Olympia, and every so 
 
291 
00:28:26,310 --> 00:28:32,820 
often you could get San Miguel from the 
Philippines which was classic. 
 
292 
00:28:32,820 --> 00:28:39,450 
We also Vietnam in the area that we were in 
they had thousand mile beaches and sandy 
 
293 
00:28:39,450 --> 00:28:44,160 
white beaches we had a little area with 
was our area we would go over there take 
 
294 
00:28:44,160 --> 00:28:46,850 
Relaxation. 
 
295 
00:28:47,280 --> 00:28:54,510 
We also had to go to Saigon to pick 
radio parts up and Saigon was a bustling 
 
296 
00:28:54,510 --> 00:28:59,730 
city never right in a cyclo, your 
sitting in the front and the guy drives 
 
297 
00:28:59,730 --> 00:29:07,620 
at 80 miles per hour all the traffic is 
coming it's scary so but back in the 
 
298 
00:29:07,620 --> 00:29:15,240 
Train might something change in me 
because I wasn't feeling right started 
 
299 
00:29:15,240 --> 00:29:19,860 
putting on weight I realized you 
couldn't drink the water over there 
 
300 
00:29:19,860 --> 00:29:25,830 
because the water even though it was 
treated and filtered when we filled up a 
 
301 
00:29:25,830 --> 00:29:31,260 
5-gallon jug like this there was brown 
stuff floating around and let you guess 
 
302 
00:29:31,260 --> 00:29:36,750 
what the brown stuff is and we let it 
settle down the bottom draw off the 
 
303 
00:29:36,750 --> 00:29:42,300 
first cups of water and they know was 
drinkable but was so much chlorine in 
 
304 
00:29:42,300 --> 00:29:46,530 
there that you ended up with massive 
kidney infections, but I don't like to 
 
305 
00:29:46,530 --> 00:29:51,210 
drink pop all the time, bottled water 
wasn't available, what's the best thing 
 
306 
00:29:51,210 --> 00:29:58,350 
you can drink, beer okay so we drank a 
lot of beer and my weight definitely 
 
307 
00:29:58,350 --> 00:30:04,650 
showed it but there was also minor 
changes going on which I didn't pay any 
 
308 
00:30:04,650 --> 00:30:17,610 
attention to at the time. We had in 
October the general came into the shop 
 
309 
00:30:17,610 --> 00:30:24,680 
and he said was talking myself and 
another individual and asked if he would 
 
310 
00:30:24,680 --> 00:30:33,120 
modify some radios, well it was actually 
some people that were NHA that I didn't 
 
311 
00:30:33,120 --> 00:30:37,170 
know what their rank actually was except 
I know one of them came walking back 
 
312 
00:30:37,170 --> 00:30:41,250 
with Colonels epaulets and the other one 
we never did find out what he was 
 
313 
00:30:41,250 --> 00:30:46,860 
because all he said is I need you to 
modify this radio and when they said 
 
314 
00:30:46,860 --> 00:30:51,810 
something like that I went again and did 
the job and I had a box of two boxes of 
 
315 
00:30:51,810 --> 00:30:58,340 
crystal they were like this and 
different frequencies in there and they 
 
316 
00:30:58,340 --> 00:31:03,830 
were using the 
little radios that were used for survival 
 
317 
00:31:03,830 --> 00:31:08,260 
when a pilot went down get this little 
radio keyed in and it's sent a signal 
 
318 
00:31:08,270 --> 00:31:13,120 
out well what they were doing is using 
it for communication with helicopters, 
 
319 
00:31:13,120 --> 00:31:19,760 
and airplanes, and calling in air strikes. 
So they have to be perfectly on have to 
 
320 
00:31:19,760 --> 00:31:25,370 
have a little bit more power my job was 
to modify those and I did that I did 
 
321 
00:31:25,370 --> 00:31:34,040 
that until I just left Vietnam. During 
that time also had to fix the General's 
 
322 
00:31:34,040 --> 00:31:37,640 
aircraft because he had to go out on a 
mission, there was a big fight going on 
 
323 
00:31:37,640 --> 00:31:44,060 
he had to be there he came in had no 
communication in the plane, well Barry 
 
324 
00:31:44,060 --> 00:31:49,670 
Steagall and I went out to work on it we 
checked it looked at it and I looked 
 
325 
00:31:49,670 --> 00:31:55,040 
down there where the A/C panel is a panel 
that sitting down here on the copilot 
 
326 
00:31:55,040 --> 00:31:59,240 
side had all these buttons on there now 
I looked down and I noticed that there 
 
327 
00:31:59,240 --> 00:32:02,990 
was dirt under there 
so I pulled the panel off and somebody 
 
328 
00:32:02,990 --> 00:32:11,300 
was growing little plants that were known 
commonly as weed or marijuana, somebody 
 
329 
00:32:11,300 --> 00:32:16,580 
was smoking in the helicopter and I'm 
told the air crew chief but to please 
 
330 
00:32:16,580 --> 00:32:20,720 
make sure that this gets cleaned and not 
happen again because it definitely would 
 
331 
00:32:20,720 --> 00:32:25,370 
hurt somebody. We fixed the problem, got 
him on the mission he was happy he 
 
332 
00:32:25,370 --> 00:32:35,480 
didn't have any delays he got and did 
the job so your life kind of got dull 
 
333 
00:32:35,480 --> 00:32:39,590 
again because the peace treaties, we 
still were working modifying the radios 
 
334 
00:32:39,590 --> 00:32:45,200 
for the Vietnamese I need to tell you 
about it how we tested the radio, the 
 
335 
00:32:45,200 --> 00:32:51,560 
modified radios. We had a plane 
called the beaver which is a plane that 
 
336 
00:32:51,560 --> 00:32:56,950 
was built by a company out of Canada, it 
built two planes of Beaver and the otter 
 
337 
00:32:56,950 --> 00:33:03,380 
and we had the beaver, which is a smaller 
version, and we flew over to the 
 
338 
00:33:03,380 --> 00:33:07,940 
name Da Nang at that time there was 
nobody there the housing were all torn 
 
339 
00:33:07,940 --> 00:33:12,380 
down they dropped me off on the flightline  
and I'm to walk around talk into 
 
340 
00:33:12,380 --> 00:33:16,570 
this thing to see how well it works 
while Frank was flying around up top 
 
341 
00:33:16,570 --> 00:33:21,970 
with the pilot and we're talking away 
and I look over to the side here comes 
 
342 
00:33:21,970 --> 00:33:26,559 
the Vietnamese dog control, and they had 
horses for dogs. 
 
343 
00:33:26,559 --> 00:33:30,610 
They were normal sized dogs but when 
you're down on the ground by yourself 
 
344 
00:33:30,610 --> 00:33:36,340 
with a full patrol coming in with three 
huge dogs they look like horses. I was 
 
345 
00:33:36,340 --> 00:33:40,510 
went down I told them, you guys come 
and pick me up and said no we can't 
 
346 
00:33:40,510 --> 00:33:46,149 
because you have a patrol down there. I 
said what am I supposed to do, he said hide, so 
 
347 
00:33:46,149 --> 00:33:51,520 
I hid in a culvert in mud. I climbed in 
the plane and Frank was laughing his 
 
348 
00:33:51,520 --> 00:33:58,649 
butt off at me because you really 
smelled the high heaven but then in 
 
349 
00:33:58,649 --> 00:34:06,159 
February they signed the peace treaty 
and I was sent home because my wife was 
 
350 
00:34:06,159 --> 00:34:13,149 
due to deliver it was, I was released on 
from Nha Trang on the fourth, on the 
 
351 
00:34:13,149 --> 00:34:20,260 
fifth I was in Saigon, on the sixth I was 
on a plane home. I was in San Francisco 
 
352 
00:34:20,260 --> 00:34:29,320 
we got to the Welcome Center, it had 
sign over it said welcome home and well 
 
353 
00:34:29,320 --> 00:34:32,260 
now we're going to have a little 
discussion as to what you want to be 
 
354 
00:34:32,260 --> 00:34:35,919 
doing you're going to go outside get on 
the bus and we're going to send you over 
 
355 
00:34:35,919 --> 00:34:41,159 
to Oakland Depot to pick up uniforms. 
Okay. 
 
356 
00:34:41,159 --> 00:34:46,899 
There was no welcome home, there was nothing. 
I got on the bus set my duffel bag over 
 
357 
00:34:46,899 --> 00:34:51,399 
here by me, I sat next to the 
window the driver said no, I want you to 
 
358 
00:34:51,399 --> 00:34:55,359 
put your duffel bag against the window 
and I want you to sit next to the duffel 
 
359 
00:34:55,359 --> 00:35:01,390 
bag, and I looked at him kind of 
funny and he I said please do as I 
 
360 
00:35:01,390 --> 00:35:07,089 
asked you I said okay so I moved the 
duffel bag over here I sat over here 
 
361 
00:35:07,089 --> 00:35:12,849 
and I said by the way can I ask you why 
he said yeah you'll see why because the 
 
362 
00:35:12,849 --> 00:35:18,550 
driver before me got shot he didn't 
get killed he got shot said, somebody 
 
363 
00:35:18,550 --> 00:35:23,920 
sitting up in the hills of Oakland 
shooting at buses coming out of Travis 
 
364 
00:35:23,920 --> 00:35:26,400 
Air Force Base. 
 
365 
00:35:27,630 --> 00:35:32,800 
So I'm going okay and then the 
instructions he gave to all of us on the 
 
366 
00:35:32,800 --> 00:35:37,059 
bus was if you see me slump over in the 
bus, 
 
367 
00:35:37,059 --> 00:35:41,980 
grab me out of the seat one of you 
that's big enough to handle this bus sit 
 
368 
00:35:41,980 --> 00:35:46,839 
down apply the brakes slow it, down get it 
off to the side of the road, we'll have 
 
369 
00:35:46,839 --> 00:35:49,650 
somebody come and get me because they 
had a radio in there, 
 
370 
00:35:49,650 --> 00:35:55,990 
but luckily nothing happened to our bus, 
but the understand the bus after I was 
 
371 
00:35:55,990 --> 00:36:02,500 
dead shot at again and they shot a tire 
out on it. We got to Oakland I got my 
 
372 
00:36:02,500 --> 00:36:07,510 
army uniform they were laughing and 
giggling you know because you come home 
 
373 
00:36:07,510 --> 00:36:14,920 
you hadn't had any sleep, you're tired, 
uniform didn't fit right, so you look 
 
374 
00:36:14,920 --> 00:36:20,079 
like a slob walking around, but finally 
everything done I was happy to get to 
 
375 
00:36:20,079 --> 00:36:25,210 
San Francisco Airport. I know I'm going 
to go on a plane but I didn't know that 
 
376 
00:36:25,210 --> 00:36:31,000 
the plane was flying out late at night 
so early in the afternoon and I had a 
 
377 
00:36:31,000 --> 00:36:37,030 
long lay in Washington DC I no sooner 
walked through the terminal door I got 
 
378 
00:36:37,030 --> 00:36:41,950 
spat on, I had this green hanging on 
my uniform. I don't know where that came 
 
379 
00:36:41,950 --> 00:36:46,809 
from, so I went and cleaned it up. I met 
up with some guys that served together 
 
380 
00:36:46,809 --> 00:36:51,220 
stopped off had breakfast of course we 
had a beer with it because that's all we 
 
381 
00:36:51,220 --> 00:36:57,339 
were really used to had some ate 
something celebrated coming home and I 
 
382 
00:36:57,339 --> 00:37:02,230 
left the area to go to my terminal a 
woman with a little boy come up to me 
 
383 
00:37:02,230 --> 00:37:07,540 
and then she wreaked to high heaven, I can 
still smell this woman to this day, and 
 
384 
00:37:07,540 --> 00:37:11,349 
She go looks son here's one of those baby 
killer and points directly at me and 
 
385 
00:37:11,349 --> 00:37:21,280 
here my wife is going to deliver the 
next day that's. So the day that I was at 
 
386 
00:37:21,280 --> 00:37:28,180 
San Francisco Airport I was hiding 
behind pillars. Kansas City Chiefs had 
 
387 
00:37:28,180 --> 00:37:34,900 
just won the world the football world, the 
Super Bowl, they were walking through the 
 
388 
00:37:34,900 --> 00:37:38,829 
airport I wanted to see them, 
but I don't want anybody else to see 
 
389 
00:37:38,829 --> 00:37:40,770 
that 
was in there, so I stood behind the 
 
390 
00:37:40,770 --> 00:37:44,760 
pillar and I looked around. I saw 
Hank Stram and I saw the some of the 
 
391 
00:37:44,760 --> 00:37:49,740 
defensive player offensive player but I 
was hiding, because you're too ashamed of 
 
392 
00:37:49,740 --> 00:37:55,440 
it, because you heard you got spat on you 
got called baby killer and I want to 
 
393 
00:37:55,440 --> 00:38:04,290 
hear anybody anything else. I went there 
to do a job a job that to end 
 
394 
00:38:04,290 --> 00:38:13,290 
Communism. Well long story told what 
happened, so then I got on the on the 
 
395 
00:38:13,290 --> 00:38:19,110 
flight i sat down I was tired and I fell 
asleep. I guess the stewardess loosen my 
 
396 
00:38:19,110 --> 00:38:29,940 
tie and unbuttoned my coat because if we 
landed in Washington, my tie was loose and I 
 
397 
00:38:29,940 --> 00:38:33,870 
I guess I passed out I got to the 
not the downtown airport, but the other 
 
398 
00:38:33,870 --> 00:38:44,610 
one out the away from Washington and it 
was foggy, and we got on a 737. It's one 
 
399 
00:38:44,610 --> 00:38:48,540 
of those what they call a puddle jumper. 
Went from one town to the next town and 
 
400 
00:38:48,540 --> 00:38:53,370 
jumped all the way down to Fayetteville,  
North Carolina. Well my wife met me at 
 
401 
00:38:53,370 --> 00:38:59,970 
the airport and on this flight that 
pilot missed the runway two times because it 
 
402 
00:38:59,970 --> 00:39:05,010 
was so foggy, basically I'm sitting there 
just and the lady next to me going and 
 
403 
00:39:05,010 --> 00:39:10,470 
saying I want one more for the road. 
She was he missed her getting off the 
 
404 
00:39:10,470 --> 00:39:18,740 
plane and had to go fly back. My wife 
picked me up, and next morning our 
 
405 
00:39:18,740 --> 00:39:23,880 
youngest was born, we were so sure it was 
a girl that we only had girls names 
 
406 
00:39:23,880 --> 00:39:30,990 
picked out, and that was my experience in 
Vietnam. The worst part about it is those 
 
407 
00:39:30,990 --> 00:39:35,940 
Words, baby killer, and being spat on is 
Something. I didn't want to fly the flag 
 
408 
00:39:35,940 --> 00:39:40,560 
for a long time, I didn't want nothing to 
do with it. I didn't want to see it, I 
 
409 
00:39:40,560 --> 00:39:45,030 
don't want to do, not national anthem, 
forget. There's two brother-in-law's on 
 
410 
00:39:45,030 --> 00:39:51,230 
this shelf there that served in Vietnam, 
one in the Marine Corps, one in the Army. 
 
411 
00:39:52,750 --> 00:39:58,180 
Then make a long story short I couldn't 
figure out that when I was at Fort Bragg... 
 
412 
00:39:58,180 --> 00:40:05,060 
My weight kept going up not a lot a 
little I could still control it but it 
 
413 
00:40:05,060 --> 00:40:10,070 
kept going up ever ever so slightly an 
eighth of a pound here, and I was always 
 
414 
00:40:10,070 --> 00:40:19,840 
tired always tired. That started in 
Vietnam, and then but we were in the 
 
415 
00:40:19,840 --> 00:40:26,390 
Fayetteville mall and I was hot it was 
cold outside but I was burning up 
 
416 
00:40:26,390 --> 00:40:34,910 
and I got home the next day and I had a 
poc here, a poc on my back, a poc on my 
 
417 
00:40:34,910 --> 00:40:40,610 
arm and because the next-door neighbor's 
girl had chickenpox I thought the kids 
 
418 
00:40:40,610 --> 00:40:49,880 
were going to get it, well I got it. So I 
went to the flight surgeon the flight 
 
419 
00:40:49,880 --> 00:40:54,950 
surgeon looked at this it, DC, flight 
surgeon looked at it scraped it off put 
 
420 
00:40:54,950 --> 00:40:59,090 
it on the microscope, he said 
congratulation clocks go home, so I went 
 
421 
00:40:59,090 --> 00:41:05,060 
home. A year later 
somebody else had the chickenpox in the 
 
422 
00:41:05,060 --> 00:41:09,830 
neighborhood, guess who got chickenpox 
again. I got the chicken pox 
 
423 
00:41:09,830 --> 00:41:16,220 
only this time my wife will verify, I 
broke out big time and it was it was 
 
424 
00:41:16,220 --> 00:41:20,060 
ugly, I mean it was the worst itching 
I've ever had in my life because I was 
 
425 
00:41:20,060 --> 00:41:26,390 
sitting in oatmeal baths at the house. We 
couldn't figure out why I was so tired 
 
426 
00:41:26,390 --> 00:41:30,890 
and I kept getting childhood illnesses, I 
had the German Measles again even though 
 
427 
00:41:30,890 --> 00:41:36,490 
I had the German measles, I broke out with 
little red dots all over my body. 
 
428 
00:41:36,490 --> 00:41:40,940 
We got the mumps shot, I'm not going to 
go through look like a gopher even 
 
429 
00:41:40,940 --> 00:41:49,040 
though my reaction to it was, I looked 
like gopher and so they went to 
 
430 
00:41:49,040 --> 00:41:53,480 
the flight surgeon they drew blood is 
that all your thyroid is low normal, but 
 
431 
00:41:53,480 --> 00:41:59,870 
it's okay, it's low normal but it got 
progressively worse, than I got more 
 
432 
00:41:59,870 --> 00:42:04,820 
tired I could lay down be asleep 
I was just worn out all the time. 
 
433 
00:42:04,820 --> 00:42:12,080 
I still could function in my job, but I 
just weight wasn't going down even though 
 
434 
00:42:12,080 --> 00:42:18,320 
I could run five miles twice a day 
because I was in the fat man program. My 
 
435 
00:42:18,320 --> 00:42:24,440 
weight was going down. I was allowed to 
relist because ... was gonna reenlist if, I got 
 
436 
00:42:24,440 --> 00:42:30,320 
my E6. Well finally the day came for my 
E-6 and that was the biggest hurt because 
 
437 
00:42:30,320 --> 00:42:36,710 
you're in the peacetime army, my 
paperwork was left blank, so I didn't 
 
438 
00:42:36,710 --> 00:42:40,510 
make it my staff sergeant stripe and I 
told the army to go kiss my ass, I'm done. 
 
439 
00:42:40,510 --> 00:42:47,500 
And I got out, but that didn't end the 
problems with my weight, and my 
 
440 
00:42:47,500 --> 00:42:52,400 
personality was beginning to change to 
the point where my wife told me says you 
 
441 
00:42:52,400 --> 00:42:59,420 
know you need some help. I'm going to put 
a little plug in for a doctor, I don't 
 
442 
00:42:59,420 --> 00:43:08,210 
know if he's still alive or not as Dr. 
Boyles, he was allergist and he said you 
 
443 
00:43:08,210 --> 00:43:14,240 
know man I want first of all Dr. Ryan 
here from Kettering she initially 
 
444 
00:43:14,240 --> 00:43:20,300 
started me on blood pressure medication 
and that did something, but it didn't fix 
 
445 
00:43:20,300 --> 00:43:24,890 
the problem. She put me on Valium that 
didn't do nothing and she put me on some 
 
446 
00:43:24,890 --> 00:43:30,080 
other medication supposed... that didn't do 
anything. I'm still tired I mean I lay on 
 
447 
00:43:30,080 --> 00:43:39,050 
the couch, I'd be out. And so they sent me 
down to an allergist, which was Dr. 
 
448 
00:43:39,050 --> 00:43:48,590 
Boyles, he examined me and he said come 
on there is a brand new test out and I'm 
 
449 
00:43:48,590 --> 00:43:54,710 
going to send it off to Stanford 
University, it's going to cost you $300, 
 
450 
00:43:54,710 --> 00:44:01,610 
and it turned out that my thyroid was 
failing. I was producing 100% on my 
 
451 
00:44:01,610 --> 00:44:10,370 
thyroid my neck was like this, and my 
body was counter producing 90%, so I was 
 
452 
00:44:10,370 --> 00:44:16,820 
only getting 10%. When the man called me 
from work over here at deci and said I 
 
453 
00:44:16,820 --> 00:44:20,370 
need you here now and immediately 
so I talked to my boss, and he said yeah 
 
454 
00:44:20,370 --> 00:44:28,050 
I'm go ahead take care of it. Okay and he 
sat me down the chair and he gave me 
 
455 
00:44:28,050 --> 00:44:31,890 
four white pills which were thyroid 
pills, he said I need you to take those 
 
456 
00:44:31,890 --> 00:44:37,170 
now. Don't move stay here for a couple of 
hours, so I sat there for a couple hours. 
 
457 
00:44:37,170 --> 00:44:42,420 
No effect, but my personality changed, my 
oldest son's that damn dad what happened, 
 
458 
00:44:42,420 --> 00:44:48,300 
because it changed that drastically. It 
didn't solve all the problems until we 
 
459 
00:44:48,300 --> 00:44:53,760 
finally got it built up enough and now 
I'm on the decline where it's balancing 
 
460 
00:44:53,760 --> 00:45:00,780 
out and I'm doing all right, but in the 
meantime it does all kinds of things. 
 
461 
00:45:00,780 --> 00:45:05,310 
I wish I could show you. 
I had these, this growth under my arm 
 
462 
00:45:05,310 --> 00:45:11,070 
here, well it's back again it's a dark 
and I'm gonna have to see a doctor and 
 
463 
00:45:11,070 --> 00:45:14,490 
see what's going on with that again but 
that's what my armpits looked like when 
 
464 
00:45:14,490 --> 00:45:23,970 
I came from Vietnam. It's an ongoing 
battle and the government, the VA doesn't 
 
465 
00:45:23,970 --> 00:45:27,990 
want to seem to do anything. 
First, they lied to me in 1978 when I 
 
466 
00:45:27,990 --> 00:45:30,600 
told me say I think I got exposed to 
Agent Orange. 
 
467 
00:45:30,600 --> 00:45:39,120 
Oh no, they never sprayed in your area. 
Okay, well fine I had sinus problems, my 
 
468 
00:45:39,120 --> 00:45:43,290 
sinuses were so bad that the flight 
surgeon at Fort Bragg gave me a bottle 
 
469 
00:45:43,290 --> 00:45:48,180 
of Tetracyclines, said that take all this when 
it clears up come back and see me, and 
 
470 
00:45:48,180 --> 00:45:56,390 
that's what I did. And once it cleared up, 
I've had three surgeries on my sinuses 
 
471 
00:45:56,390 --> 00:46:01,170 
because they got so bad and the last 
doctor said if you have another surgery 
 
472 
00:46:01,170 --> 00:46:10,380 
I can't go back far enough that's where 
your infection initial so…nope coming here 
 
473 
00:46:10,380 --> 00:46:13,260 
wolfy you can't stand in front a 
camera you're not the star of the show 
 
474 
00:46:13,260 --> 00:46:21,290 
here Diana wolf is tring to be the ham. What? 
Wolf trying to be the ham… 
 
475 
00:46:22,920 --> 00:46:32,350 
So it's constant struggle, I go 
to the VA now, they oh yeah, okay. I'm a 
 
476 
00:46:32,350 --> 00:46:39,040 
diabetic, there's nothing I can do about 
it. I take the medication, I do the best I 
 
477 
00:46:39,040 --> 00:46:42,280 
Can. 
I'm not going to give up my life style. 
 
478 
00:46:42,280 --> 00:46:47,440 
I'm going to do what I can. 
They want me to do all these things, yeah. 
 
479 
00:46:47,440 --> 00:46:52,300 
I walk five miles a day and I do all 
that stuff but still, weights not coming 
 
480 
00:46:52,300 --> 00:47:02,350 
off, what's wrong with me? Somebody, you 
know you sprayed this crap, not only did 
 
481 
00:47:02,350 --> 00:47:06,250 
they spray that, but also we also found 
out that they put rat poison in there, 
 
482 
00:47:06,250 --> 00:47:12,600 
arsenic ,and some other stuff. What 
kind of effect is that having on us? 
 
483 
00:47:12,600 --> 00:47:18,910 
My big question is what kind of effect 
did it have on my wife because when I 
 
484 
00:47:18,910 --> 00:47:22,510 
brought clothing home from Vietnam 
it still had stuff in there that I was 
 
485 
00:47:22,510 --> 00:47:31,380 
exposed to. She's having, she's a diabetic, 
she's having medical problems, strange. I 
 
486 
00:47:31,380 --> 00:47:36,490 
had chicken pox, measles and that's all 
verified and proved even though I had the 
 
487 
00:47:36,490 --> 00:47:44,410 
measles already once, I finally 
accepted the fact that nothing I can do 
 
488 
00:47:44,410 --> 00:47:51,160 
about it so I talked to when I was 
stationed in Germany I was with a West 
 
489 
00:47:51,160 --> 00:47:54,610 
Point graduate Colonel, Colonel Valerie, 
says you might want to be file your 
 
490 
00:47:54,610 --> 00:48:02,490 
paperwork so I went and refiled my 
paperwork and in my write-up, 1972 to 
 
491 
00:48:02,490 --> 00:48:10,840 
1975 heavy spraying occurred in [To Kohr]sp? 
Nha Trang area where I was at, we drank 
 
492 
00:48:10,840 --> 00:48:15,250 
the water, we breathed the air, we inhaled 
the marijuana they burned in a big pile 
 
493 
00:48:15,250 --> 00:48:22,210 
out there in the fields and came our way... we won't discuss that... and 
you were, 
 
494 
00:48:22,210 --> 00:48:30,640 
you smoked cigarettes. I mean, and you 
worked on equipment when we we had 
 
495 
00:48:30,640 --> 00:48:33,850 
helicopters that had big tanks on the 
side that had 
 
496 
00:48:33,850 --> 00:48:41,080 
fire retardant or they had spray on them, 
and then you had troops come in. There were, 
 
497 
00:48:41,080 --> 00:48:44,080 
if you open up a panel there might be 
water in there you have to get the 
 
498 
00:48:44,080 --> 00:48:49,120 
helicopter fixed, you didn't know it was 
water or something else, if it smelled 
 
499 
00:48:49,120 --> 00:48:53,770 
you were a little more careful, but when you 
had full flight operations and needed 
 
500 
00:48:53,770 --> 00:48:59,380 
equipment done, you were up to this in 
solvent. There was no safety gloves, there 
 
501 
00:48:59,380 --> 00:49:03,670 
was nothing that to protected you, I 
could take this thumb at one time peel 
 
502 
00:49:03,670 --> 00:49:09,100 
the skin right off, that's because the 
thyroid. Once I got the medication and 
 
503 
00:49:09,100 --> 00:49:17,320 
start healed itself. I mean it's it's, I 
had fungus infection that went to the VA 
 
504 
00:49:17,320 --> 00:49:21,010 
or the only thing the doctor was 
interested on, Oh does it glow in the 
 
505 
00:49:21,010 --> 00:49:28,330 
Dark? Put a black light on, oh no I guess 
it's just a common occurrence. I'm still 
 
506 
00:49:28,330 --> 00:49:32,920 
trying to figure out what this is it 
doesn't do anything that says my skin is 
 
507 
00:49:32,920 --> 00:49:36,480 
totally discolored under my armpits. 
 
508 
00:49:37,710 --> 00:49:49,810 
Curious, and and you know you, you didn't 
have any really any any choices the 
 
509 
00:49:49,810 --> 00:49:54,190 
water that you drank over there because 
of where you're at, it's coming out of 
 
510 
00:49:54,190 --> 00:49:57,730 
the Highlands where they were spraying 
this stuff it's flowing right past, they're 
 
511 
00:49:57,730 --> 00:50:01,780 
filtering this water, even though 
there's brown stuff floating around in it. 
 
512 
00:50:01,780 --> 00:50:12,010 
You had to drink water sometime, 
bottled water, we wish we had 
 
513 
00:50:12,010 --> 00:50:21,160 
bottled water. It's kind of strange, you 
know you try to do the best, you want to 
 
514 
00:50:21,160 --> 00:50:27,220 
do the best for your family, you want to 
do the best for yourself, and all this 
 
515 
00:50:27,220 --> 00:50:31,990 
time you've been lied to and our 
Congress is still lying to us. And now with 
 
516 
00:50:31,990 --> 00:50:39,160 
this new president, no comment, 
just like, you know how can you elect 
 
517 
00:50:39,160 --> 00:50:46,630 
somebody that's a draft dodger. Six deferments for... but he played 
baseball 
 
518 
00:50:46,630 --> 00:50:50,019 
for bonespurs.  
I had shin splints so bad sometime I 
 
519 
00:50:50,019 --> 00:50:55,960 
couldn't walk, but I found myself on the 
line every day, and he played baseball 
 
520 
00:50:55,960 --> 00:51:06,099 
and got to tell me how much of a great 
leader he is. My opinion, sorry. 
 
521 
00:51:06,099 --> 00:51:18,969 
No. Yes I know you love me, this is DC 
down here give me, go ahead. Oh, I was just 
 
522 
00:51:18,969 --> 00:51:23,769 
gonna ask are you a member of any 
veterans organizations? Yeah, I belong to 
 
523 
00:51:23,769 --> 00:51:30,849 
the American Legion, I belong to Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, to Vietnam Veterans here 
 
524 
00:51:30,849 --> 00:51:41,339 
in Dayton chapter 93, and the Vietnam 
Veterans, it's been kind of a godsend I 
 
525 
00:51:41,339 --> 00:51:46,809 
was initially part of it but the chapter 
they were part of they were loosely 
 
526 
00:51:46,809 --> 00:51:52,089 
organizing we're just getting started 
there was nothing, well this year David 
 
527 
00:51:52,089 --> 00:51:59,499 
who's my, worked over at Fairmont and I 
took over his position at Fairmont. We 
 
528 
00:51:59,499 --> 00:52:05,400 
went to Kokomo Indiana for the big 
reunion, and 
 
529 
00:52:10,190 --> 00:52:18,160 
there's a Huey flying around, that was the most 
beautiful sound I heard in a long time. 
 
530 
00:52:23,380 --> 00:52:32,630 
Still love that damn thing, working on 
him, so I couldn't hard to get out of the 
 
531 
00:52:32,630 --> 00:52:44,090 
car because I wanted to go work on him 
again. You saw the people walking around 
 
532 
00:52:44,090 --> 00:52:54,130 
and uh, wow there's that many of us. I 
didn't know that people cared like that, 
 
533 
00:52:54,820 --> 00:52:59,260 
everywhere you went it was welcome home 
brother. 
 
534 
00:52:59,260 --> 00:53:04,540 
Where was it when I came home? There was no 
parade, 
 
535 
00:53:04,540 --> 00:53:17,420 
there was no bands. By the way, do your 
damn job that's the greeting you got. 
 
536 
00:53:17,420 --> 00:53:26,030 
If the flight wouldn’t have been 125 
dollars I would climbed on board one just 
 
537 
00:53:26,030 --> 00:53:37,520 
to ride one more time, that's but I 
heard that blade pitch, here she comes, she 
 
538 
00:53:37,520 --> 00:53:42,200 
buzzed no, she came banking around and 
going I got to find out where this at. I 
 
539 
00:53:42,200 --> 00:53:53,330 
went over there there was two of them 
sitting there I shot some video. I sent 
 
540 
00:53:53,330 --> 00:53:58,760 
it to my friend Frank and he, I guess he 
had the most attachment to those things 
 
541 
00:53:58,760 --> 00:54:05,120 
too, he said I hate your guts you made me 
Cry. I said well don't feel like the lone 
 
542 
00:54:05,120 --> 00:54:12,050 
ranger, and you saw the pilot and you 
walked around you got to talk to other 
 
543 
00:54:12,050 --> 00:54:18,620 
people have when similar experiences. 
Dave and I, from the chapter Dave was in 
 
544 
00:54:18,620 --> 00:54:22,390 
Nha Trang five years prior to me, 
Dave was worked 
 
545 
00:54:22,390 --> 00:54:29,270 
two big radar towers that were at the 
end of our active runway, and I went over 
 
546 
00:54:29,270 --> 00:54:33,560 
here and saw that he's a Vietnam veteran. 
 I says you know Dave I'd like to find 
 
547 
00:54:33,560 --> 00:54:38,090 
the son of a bitch that put those two 
huge radar towers at the end of the 
 
548 
00:54:38,090 --> 00:54:42,320 
runway in Nha Trang, and he said well I 
wasn't one of the sons of bitches but I 
 
549 
00:54:42,320 --> 00:54:49,180 
worked on it. So that started our 
friendship there and it's it's kind of 
 
550 
00:54:49,180 --> 00:54:55,790 
nice to have somebody that you can 
relate to and talk to and it makes it a 
 
551 
00:54:55,790 --> 00:55:00,530 
lot easier, now that you see that there's 
other veterans that you're not the only 
 
552 
00:55:00,530 --> 00:55:05,480 
one that's having issues with it, but you 
know and again you're fighting your 
 
553 
00:55:05,480 --> 00:55:11,120 
Congress all the time, your fighting this 
bureaucrats, you fighting this. Although 
 
554 
00:55:11,120 --> 00:55:18,110 
the VA treats you well, it's still 
there's problems, and I don't think 
 
555 
00:55:18,110 --> 00:55:23,240 
they're really taking a serious look and 
breaking down what got into your system. 
 
556 
00:55:23,240 --> 00:55:28,130 
What got into your blood. They want to do 
DNA testing but they want to release it 
 
557 
00:55:28,130 --> 00:55:34,010 
to everybody else, it should be a private 
matter between them and you. I know what 
 
558 
00:55:34,010 --> 00:55:38,180 
happened on my back cause the doctor in 
Germany that, oh yea, another 
 
559 
00:55:38,180 --> 00:55:41,960 
one. There's a German doctor that 
actually got me on the road 
 
560 
00:55:41,960 --> 00:55:49,940 
besides, Colonel Ballard, he uh, I had some skin 
tags and I had one particular one that 
 
561 
00:55:49,940 --> 00:55:56,210 
was growing on my buttocks, be Forest Gump there for a second, and it was 
very 
 
562 
00:55:56,210 --> 00:56:07,490 
painful and then I had about 20 tags all 
over my back. And little ones, and then 
 
563 
00:56:07,490 --> 00:56:17,120 
some bigger ones, and I went and saw this 
specialist in Germany and he examined me, 
 
564 
00:56:17,120 --> 00:56:22,550 
and he said well we're going to take 
those out. Well when I didn't think he 
 
565 
00:56:22,550 --> 00:56:29,060 
was going to cut the hole like a hole 
into my buttocks and my back, but he took 
 
566 
00:56:29,060 --> 00:56:33,560 
all of those off. He said the little ones 
you just sliced off because he said 
 
567 
00:56:33,560 --> 00:56:36,230 
those are just tags, they're not 
dangerous 
 
568 
00:56:36,230 --> 00:56:41,420 
he said but for those were precancerous, 
especially the one on my buttocks and 
 
569 
00:56:41,420 --> 00:56:49,940 
two big ones that my wife pointed out, 
had started change in color, and so you 
 
570 
00:56:49,940 --> 00:56:56,930 
know what is those come from? Its then 
you have little problems like with your 
 
571 
00:56:56,930 --> 00:57:03,100 
lungs, like right now the weather you 
start coughing up all kinds of things, I 
 
572 
00:57:03,100 --> 00:57:07,190 
understand I have allergies. Never had 
allergies until I went in the service, 
 
573 
00:57:07,190 --> 00:57:12,020 
well until I came back from Vietnam. 
Never had any problems with my lungs 
 
574 
00:57:12,020 --> 00:57:16,940 
until I smoked and came back from 
Vietnam obviously, when he smoked three 
 
575 
00:57:16,940 --> 00:57:25,070 
packs a day because you're kind of wound 
up and stressed out, and you drank a 
 
576 
00:57:25,070 --> 00:57:32,359 
lot of beer, a lot of it. An adjustment 
it's take me a long time to get 
 
577 
00:57:32,359 --> 00:57:37,100 
adjusted, and this group of people here 
is helped the most, 
 
578 
00:57:37,100 --> 00:57:42,859 
made me realize that I wasn't the only one 
that was having issues. I had a 
 
579 
00:57:42,859 --> 00:57:46,700 
brother-in-law that you he and I used to 
talk about it all the time, but he 
 
580 
00:57:46,700 --> 00:57:52,700 
wouldn't talk much about it. 
That's PW we used to go fishing and talk 
 
581 
00:57:52,700 --> 00:57:57,520 
a little bit about it his experiences, oh 
my god, that man kind of told you stories. 
 
582 
00:57:57,520 --> 00:58:03,290 
He was in the A Shau Valley, he was 
with the Marine Corps battalion that 
 
583 
00:58:03,290 --> 00:58:07,640 
went up a hill and he was one of ten 
Marines I didn't get a scratch on him by 
 
584 
00:58:07,640 --> 00:58:15,770 
the grace of God, and the colonel told him 
said there's chickenshit covers, so 
 
585 
00:58:15,770 --> 00:58:19,609 
they threw hand grenades instead, lucky 
he wasn't in there, but still he got 
 
586 
00:58:19,609 --> 00:58:28,750 
busted. Choices, the other one 
Ralph worked... was Ralph it Long Binh or 
 
587 
00:58:28,750 --> 00:58:39,740 
at Khe Sanh. Long Binh... Long Binh, he was working in 
 in the x-ray room and when he walked 
 
588 
00:58:39,740 --> 00:58:46,670 
out the hospital was gone. Got hit by 
rockets, and he survived, the memory that 
 
589 
00:58:46,670 --> 00:58:54,350 
those two have don't compare to mine. 
Mine was working, doing the job that's 
 
590 
00:58:54,350 --> 00:59:04,030 
what I was trained for, we were trained 
to defeat communism, but when you're told 
 
591 
00:59:04,030 --> 00:59:08,390 
you can't fire, Nha Trang was here five 
miles out 
 
592 
00:59:08,390 --> 00:59:13,640 
you can't fire between here and here ,you 
can't clear your guns, okay now you can fire 
 
593 
00:59:13,640 --> 00:59:19,610 
your M60 straight out, you can't fire at 
the ground then you couldn't fire again 
 
594 
00:59:19,610 --> 00:59:25,280 
for a while, then you okay we're going to 
take this hill while the Viet Cong has 
 
595 
00:59:25,280 --> 00:59:28,070 
two hills, what we're going to go take 
those two and then they'll move over here. 
 
596 
00:59:28,070 --> 00:59:32,920 
So guess what's going to happen, they 
just played ring around the roses. 
 
597 
00:59:32,920 --> 00:59:39,410 
and there was we knew of people that 
were POWs over there. 
 
598 
00:59:39,410 --> 00:59:43,070 
We knew locations, but we couldn't do 
anything about it there because they 
 
599 
00:59:43,070 --> 00:59:49,460 
were in such a heavily guarded areas. 
When I was there we saw Marines come 
 
600 
00:59:49,460 --> 00:59:54,500 
back and all bloodied up and we didn't 
dare ask him anything because we know 
 
601 
00:59:54,500 --> 01:00:00,740 
what happened, we saw the saw 
lieutenant's helicopter got his nose 
 
602 
01:00:00,740 --> 01:00:05,510 
blown off by a mortar round and Pleiku, 
oh there was nothing going on, there was 
 
603 
01:00:05,510 --> 01:00:09,110 
no fighting, oh yeah 
fighting, my foot, there was heavy stuff 
 
604 
01:00:09,110 --> 01:00:17,050 
going on. Like I said when you saw the 
B-52s come in and you saw one smoking, 
 
605 
01:00:17,050 --> 01:00:23,600 
three okay, they were okay, next flight no 
plane, and we saw the night after night 
 
606 
01:00:23,600 --> 01:00:30,470 
and when you're sitting there it's the 
whole building shook like that, but you 
 
607 
01:00:30,470 --> 01:00:38,090 
went and your job, that's what you were 
paid for. You form that team, and even 
 
608 
01:00:38,090 --> 01:00:41,780 
though we're not like World War Two 
veterans that get together and have 
 
609 
01:00:41,780 --> 01:00:47,510 
their stuff we we lost our pride, when 
somebody says what we're going to hold a 
 
610 
01:00:47,510 --> 01:00:52,670 
parade for you now. Yeah okay, take that 
parade and stuff it. Where was it when we 
 
611 
01:00:52,670 --> 01:00:58,280 
needed it? 
Where was it when we came home? The 
 
612 
01:00:58,280 --> 01:01:02,960 
welcome at Oakland, you just got off 
plane, blah blah blah, bus. 
 
613 
01:01:02,960 --> 01:01:10,740 
Okay, what was that? We didn't question at 
that time because we just glad to be 
 
614 
01:01:10,740 --> 01:01:16,500 
home, now I'm kind of kind of question 
why, you know you could have said, hey 
 
615 
01:01:16,500 --> 01:01:20,460 
welcome home guys here's cup of coffee, 
let's sit down talk for a minute. There 
 
616 
01:01:20,460 --> 01:01:24,900 
was no talking, on the plane we passed 
the fifth a bunch of fifths around by the 
 
617 
01:01:24,900 --> 01:01:28,680 
way, flying home we're not supposed to, 
but the colonel said here's one fifth 
 
618 
01:01:28,680 --> 01:01:35,160 
from me, and he bought the best. All the 
rest of it has a cheap one but I didn't 
 
619 
01:01:35,160 --> 01:01:42,240 
have one because I was told we couldn't 
bring one so I didn't bring anything, and you 
 
620 
01:01:42,240 --> 01:01:51,630 
know things that you miss, now this is 
the first aviation coin. 
 
621 
01:01:51,630 --> 01:01:58,590 
I finally got my vest with all my little 
things on it's over at Fairmont because 
 
622 
01:01:58,590 --> 01:02:02,640 
in January I'm supposed to talk to, 
loaned it to him so they could show it, 
 
623 
01:02:02,640 --> 01:02:09,480 
and my yearbooks over there as well. My 
Bronze Star is over there and I gave 
 
624 
01:02:09,480 --> 01:02:15,990 
that to the school because I have some I 
have another one somewhere, I'm proud of 
 
625 
01:02:15,990 --> 01:02:21,300 
it but for a long time I didn't want nothing, I don't know, I don't know 
what I 
 
626 
01:02:21,300 --> 01:02:29,910 
got it for. I finally understand that I 
got it for doing my job, being good at my 
 
627 
01:02:29,910 --> 01:02:42,119 
job. Duty, Honor, Country. Proudly served, 
yeah we did, but our Congress didn't 
 
628 
01:02:42,119 --> 01:02:48,410 
realize that, you kind of crapped on us. 
 
629 
01:02:53,530 --> 01:03:00,440 
Is there anything you feel that we haven't 
you haven't discussed or you'd like to 
 
630 
01:03:00,440 --> 01:03:02,560 
Add? 
 
631 
01:03:02,920 --> 01:03:08,660 
There's not really anything else that I 
can add to it, it's just you know it's a 
 
632 
01:03:08,660 --> 01:03:13,910 
frustrating thing that you go through. 
You served and all of a sudden people just they 
 
633 
01:03:13,910 --> 01:03:21,050 
were proud of you, you know for doing a 
service. Okay, I come from a country that 
 
634 
01:03:21,050 --> 01:03:26,470 
was East Germany, I've been through shit 
that you people can't even imagine, 
 
635 
01:03:26,470 --> 01:03:30,950 
that's a whole story that's separate 
from this you just got a little snippet 
 
636 
01:03:30,950 --> 01:03:40,940 
of my life. It's a, when you, I I’ve on I 
enlisted, I wasn't even a citizen of the 
 
637 
01:03:40,940 --> 01:03:45,080 
United States, I didn't get my 
citizenship until I came back from 
 
638 
01:03:45,080 --> 01:03:51,710 
Vietnam, in 1973 and then in itself was a 
kind of a comical story because the 
 
639 
01:03:51,710 --> 01:03:56,600 
judge that he had such a heavy 
southern accent he said Mr. Grossman is 
 
640 
01:03:56,600 --> 01:04:01,520 
there anything, would you like to change 
a name? And of course being me, I didn't 
 
641 
01:04:01,520 --> 01:04:05,720 
have the sense to shut up and not say 
anything, i said no judge if it was good 
 
642 
01:04:05,720 --> 01:04:10,450 
enough for my mom, it's good enough for 
me. The next day you walk out in the 
 
643 
01:04:10,450 --> 01:04:17,150 
big room, there's 300 people that's 
getting their citizenship and the judges 
 
644 
01:04:17,150 --> 01:04:21,740 
said not then you raise your right hand 
I do that the oath of blah blah blah, 
 
645 
01:04:21,740 --> 01:04:25,040 
okay, 
and he gave the speech he says not for 
 
646 
01:04:25,040 --> 01:04:30,890 
you 299 good citizen that's going to be 
working hard and doing the best for this 
 
647 
01:04:30,890 --> 01:04:35,870 
country I congratulate, you the one that 
wants to be the comedian, looked dead at me, 
 
648 
01:04:35,870 --> 01:04:41,540 
said good luck. ha ha ha. And I'm, my 
favorite beat red and everybody in the 
 
649 
01:04:41,540 --> 01:04:46,700 
room turn around looked at me, knew 
exactly who he was talking to you, but that 
 
650 
01:04:46,700 --> 01:04:54,980 
was a proud moment. It would have been 
prouder if you didn't feel so ashamed of 
 
651 
01:04:54,980 --> 01:04:58,270 
serving over there. 
 
652 
01:05:01,110 --> 01:05:09,150 
The treatment we got horrendous, like I 
said once they signed the peace treaty 
 
653 
01:05:09,150 --> 01:05:15,760 
forget promotions, promotions were frozen. 
I miss E-6 in Vietnam by one day, I 
 
654 
01:05:15,760 --> 01:05:22,900 
went through the NCO Academy at Fort 
Bragg, had 959 points I finally made it 
 
655 
01:05:22,900 --> 01:05:28,930 
only to find out my paperwork's blank. Why? 
You know, am I going to cheat on 
 
656 
01:05:28,930 --> 01:05:31,840 
myself no, that's not the way you do 
things. 
 
657 
01:05:31,840 --> 01:05:38,340 
I wanted E6 that's it, couldn't get it. 
 
658 
01:05:42,990 --> 01:05:53,760 
It's something that bothers you, but I 
made a good life, I did the best I could, 
 
659 
01:05:53,760 --> 01:06:03,390 
not saying I'm perfect, but we did a good 
thing did the job that I was asked to do. 
 
660 
01:06:03,750 --> 01:06:11,470 
I want to take my wife on honors flight next 
year, if we can get on basic out but like 
 
661 
01:06:11,470 --> 01:06:17,580 
her to go and see. We’ve been to 
Washington 
 
662 
01:06:17,580 --> 01:06:23,730 
enough times, although we still do that... 
 
663 
01:06:26,580 --> 01:06:30,520 
you know you've been adopted you want 
to take those two home with you your cats 
 
664 
01:06:30,520 --> 01:06:34,590 
will love them. Oh yeah they have to love dogs… 
 
665 
01:06:35,010 --> 01:06:40,720 
Um, is there a message you would like to 
leave for future generations will view 
 
666 
01:06:40,720 --> 01:06:52,030 
This? Yeah, do your job be proud of it but 
at the same token, have your government 
 
667 
01:06:52,030 --> 01:06:56,620 
stand up for you and do something for 
you, besides telling you a bunch of 
 
668 
01:06:56,620 --> 01:07:02,560 
hogwash. There's nothing wrong with the 
military, there's nothing wrong with 
 
669 
01:07:02,560 --> 01:07:09,720 
doing an honorable job, but I'd like to 
hear the bands play once in a while. 
 
670 
01:07:11,150 --> 01:07:19,670 
We did the best we could, we did our job. 
Your future generation you do your job, 
 
671 
01:07:19,670 --> 01:07:29,690 
and make this country proud. Duty, Honor, 
Country, that's what the army taught me 
 
672 
01:07:29,690 --> 01:07:37,009 
and it failed me along the way, but I 
hope it doesn't fail you. Treat this 
 
673 
01:07:37,009 --> 01:07:42,019 
country well, and it will treat you well, 
no matter how bad things are there's 
 
674 
01:07:42,019 --> 01:07:44,749 
always somebody that will come around 
and talk to you eventually and 
 
675 
01:07:44,749 --> 01:07:55,730 
straighten things up, be proud of 
yourself. Thank you. That concludes our 
 
676 
01:07:55,730 --> 01:08:00,160 
Interview. Thank you, for your service. 
Good, Thank you. 
 
